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The New Year Picnic at Karangahake Gorge

The day was the Nepali New Year. We went on a
picnic at Karangi River. There were so many people
especially Aarsushree and Oju. Though I had been
to Karangi River before, I didn’t realise how
beautiful it was. It is a freshwater river. When the
fries were cooked, I ate some from my brother’s
plate.

After having a little snack time, I went for
swimming with Aarushree, Oju, Arushree’s sister
and Oju’s little brother. We all got our togs on and
went in river and our parents of course. There

A Trip to Lavender Backyard Garden

Recently, I visited lavender garden located at 398
Marshmeadow Road, Newstead. I went to the
garden along with my sister Kristi, cousin Anjila,
brother-in-law Basanta and my little nephew Aus-
tin.

The lavender garden looked very pretty with light
purple flowers all over. Beside the flowers, there
was an old tractor in the garden for visitors’

attraction and its colour was fading away.

There were many varieties of berry plants laden
with berries. Stuffs made from lavender such as
perfume, soap, cream and so on were available in

- Aarya Paudel, Year 5
- NNZWES, -Te Aroha,Waikato

were spiky pebbles all over
the riverbank and they hurt my
feet a lot. After having a good &
swim, we got changed.

On the other side, some people from our
community were playing a blindfold game. The
instruction was simple, you were to be blindfolded
and hold a stick and with the stick you had to hit
the target. I also participated, and I won one of the
rounds. We had lots of fun, ate yummy food and
then we went back to our lovely, sweet home.
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- Eveshree Timalsina (Eve)
- NNZWES, Hillcrest, Hamilton
- Year 9, Hillcrest High School

the store for selling. There was
also a facility of pick and pay

your own lavender.

The best part of the trip was the ice cream. It was
full of lavender flavour and was the best ice cream I
had ever had. The thing [ hated the most about the
garden were the bees. Whenever we were about to
take some pictures, the bees keep on stinging us.

We all enjoyed the trip very much and I
recommend everybody to have a trip to this
beautiful garden with family.
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Christmas Celebration in Nepali Cultural Class

We were getting ready for the Christmas party.
Everyone was helping in some way. My dad and |
were sticking tinsel-like things on the wall they
glinted when moved. My little brother, Kritagya was
tidying up inside (including getting carried away
and playing) and my mum was cooking delicious
food. Once dad and | finished doing our job, dad
sent me inside to tidy up while he mowed the
backyard lawn. When | finished cleaning, |
went to see how the food was. '3_;“
| saw a lot of food (including'
chicken nuggets, fruits, and |
sandwiches). | asked mum to f&. A
help me attach more tinsel 25 it
strings and inspect everything. e
Then my friends and guests]|
started to file in. We all played '§
on our trampoline. We also
played hide and seek tag. Sara
was it and when she went
inside to count, | quickly ran >
behind the trampoline. Everyone followed me.
Mum called us inside to wash our hands. After
everyone washed their hands, they queued up to
eat. Everyone took a plate and filled it up. Finally it
was my turn to fill my plate. | ate a pizza, chicken
nuggets, a few blueberries and some strawberry
milk. It was really delicious. When | finally finished
eating, | had to wait for my friends to finish eating
their food. When they finished, we all played on the
trampoline. Mum called us inside to do something.
We followed her. She told us to change into these
really beautiful Tamang costumes and an apron-like
piece. We stepped out and saw that Saanvi and
Sara had the exact same costumes. We all twirled
together. My mum let us choose whatever
ornaments we wanted. Kristi and | wore the same
ones. Saanvi and Sara had the same as each
other’s. We were told to go to the backyard. We
were told to form a curved line. Then we were
given letters in English and Nepali which spelled
‘NEPALI CULTURAL CLASS’. Afterwards the dancers
(me, Kristi, Sanvi and Sara) were called on stage to
perform our dances. When we finished dancing,
Santa Claus, A.K.A Prasanna uncle came on the
stage. By the way, some of us including me knew by
the black beard and face when his fake white beard
slipped down.
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- Ojaswee Bhujel, NNZWFS ., ;
Year 6, Hillcrest Normal School *

| really enjoyed it because we
got these delicious candy made
out of toffee. We also got some
pictures with him. After all of us
took pictures, people started to leave. Now me,
Kristi, Aarushee, Aarati, Sharvin, Sara and Saanvi
were left. We were getting bored. So, we asked the
parents what we would do next. They said, ‘You
can play musical chairs’. We started to gather some

ey ~=~ chairs and put them in
-, ‘a circle. We put on
some music and went
round and round.
Slowly eight
" participants started to
eliminate one after
another. In the end,
/¥ Saanvi won and got
' three candy canes. The
&' most remarkable
thing was that Aarati
was the youngest par-
ticipants and  she

almost won. She was second in the game. It was

really great to end Nepali Cultural Class for this
year with the Christmas party.
and that was the CHRISTMAS PARTY!.
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New Zealand Nepal Society Inc (NZNS)

Sanfasy
Secretary, New Zealand Nepa oc1et

Marasini
Inc.
ckland

New Zealand Nepal Society Inc (NZNS) is an Auckland-
based non-profit Nepalese community organization,
which was established 27 years ago. As the oldest
Nepali organisation in New Zealand, NZNS has been
conducting its business to promote Nepali language,
culture, and other community activities since its
inception. The organization has established its
reputation as one of the most influential community
organizations in New Zealand due to its community-
oriented programs. The activities that NZNS has been
doing are listed below.

Nepali festival celebrations — The first thing a Nepali
living abroad misses is the rich culture that we have
back home. Therefore, NZNS has been leading from
the front in uniting Nepali communities in Auckland

- W

and beyond and helping them to
celebrate festivals in a Nepali
taste. All the major festivals are
celebrated in  community halls
in Auckland, which is attended by an overwhelming
number of people every year. NZNS organizes Teej,
Dashain and Tihar every year. Some of the events in
the past were celebrated by inviting music and film
artists from Nepal. Traditional style ‘Tihar ghar-
dailo deusi program’ is also organized by NZNS every
year, with the music of madal, deusi-bhailo songs and
maruni dances. NZNS also organises Christmas in the
Park program, a barbeque event, to mark the arrival
of summer and the beginning of the holiday in New
Zealand.
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Image caption: Nepal Festival is addressed by several hlgh-proﬁle New Zealanders.
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Nepal festival - One of the most iconic events that
NZNS organises is the Nepal Festival to celebrate
Nepali music, food, art and culture on the occasion of
the Nepali new year. This festival brings all the Nepali
entrepreneurs, artists, and all other Nepalese living in
New Zealand. The event is currently held every two
years aiming to make it an annual event. The last two
events were organised in Aotea Square, in the heart
of Auckland City; both the events saw a staggering
mass of around 10,000 spectators. Until now, Nepal

/@//m /«/M\\

It

ST ST (BN

~

JUKSOM,

New Year is celebrated in community halls, every
alternate year to Nepal Festival. Both of these events
are attended by high-profile New Zealanders.
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Image caption. Nepal Festival is an iconic event organised by NZNS and attended by thousands of people in
New Zealand. More than 120 performers showcased their talents in Nepal Festival 2021.

Saugat publication — NZNS publishes Saugat every Coordination with NRNA and other organizations —
year. This is a magazine that covers the domains of NZNS has been coordinating with NRNA to organize
creativity and is published in printed form. Everyone Everest Day, Nepal Festival and other major events
living in New Zealand can publish their articles. held in Auckland.

Currently, the 16™ volume of the magazine is under
preparation.

Sports (badminton etc.) — As a community
organisation, one of the aims of NZNS is to bindl'—"
people of different ages and provide them an._md;l a 41"
opportunity to connect with each other. For this, '
NZNS facilitates several sports including badminton,
chess and table tennis for which the annual sports
championship is also organised. Also, it collaborates
with sports clubs and helps them generate funds to
conduct their events.
Nepali language and cultural classes — NZNS
organises Nepali classes for kids and anyone willing to
learn the Nepali language. Currently, we have been [
delivering these classes in two locations, every
Saturday. Going further, we have recently started : :
guitar classes for anyone interested. Image caption. Participants, supporters and
Chahari for elderly and Kopila for kids — NZNS has organizers of the Futsal competition organized by
recently started Chahari program for elderly people NZNS in 2021. Several teams from throughout New

and is planning the Kopila program for kids. It is to zealand participated in this event.
provide a platform for people to interact with their

age groups. Similarly, a youth coordination group also
exists that plans their events and activities, and we
oversee their activities as a parent organization.
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Activities (Year 2021/22) of The Nepalese Society of Wellington

The annual general meeting of the Nepalese Society
of Wellington (TNSW) held on 17" April 2021 at
Moera Community Hall, Lower Hutt elected a new
Executive Committee under the Presidency of
Mr. Prakshit Niraula. Several activities were
organized by TNSW targeting kids as well as adults.
Many of the planned events could not go ahead
because of restrictions forced due to COVID. Below

1% &

is the list of the activities organized by TNSW with
slight details:

Different classes for kids: Bringing together kids
in our community has always been the foremost
priority of TNSW. Throughout the year, TNSW has
tried to organize several activities for kids and the
most important of all of these are Nepali language
class and Nepali music class which are happening on
weekly basis. Nepali language class has been very
helpful for kids to learn the

- Prakshit Niraula
- President, TNSW

also carried out for kids in the
community during the month of
May 2021 in coordination with
Sherpa FC.

Fundraising for COVID-19 support in Nepal:
TNSW actively took part and supported a
fundraising effort organized by NRNA-New Zealand

I

to support and provide relief back home. A total of
3245.50 NZD was collected in the fundraising
campaign organized by TNSW that ran for a period of
7 days. The fundraising campaign was a great way to
show unity among different Nepalese organizations in
New Zealand through which 12,205 NZD was donated
to NRNA Global fund for oxygen plant and 12,205
NZD was donated to National Innovation Foundation
led by Dr. Mahabir Pun. TNSW is proud to have
supported NRNA actively in such a great initiative.

Nepali language. A new
addition to the regular
events for the kids is Nepali
music class where kids are
given guitar and Madal les-
sons. Nepali classes are be-
ing run online via Zoom de- | }
spite the COVID &
disruption. The music class
is however disturbed due to &§
the COVID outbreak and

will be continued as soon as %
the COVID situation is |
eased. Football training was
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Everest day 2021: Everest day 2021 was a grand
event held at New Zealand Parliament on 9th June
2021. Ministers of New Zealand government
Hon. Michael Wood, Hon. Priyanca Radhakrishnan,
member of Parliament of different parties,
Ms. Durapada Sapkota, Acting Ambassador of Nepal,
Mr. Peter Hillary, chairman of Himalayan Trust,

Meng Foon, Race Relations Commissioner, Mr. Lal
KC, president of NRNA New Zealand, leaders of
several ethnic communities, Nepalese community
leaders, Mr. Mark Inglish, the double-amputee
Everest summiteer, Ms. Lydia Bradey, first NZ
women to reach the summit without artificial oxygen
and Mr. Ang Kaji Sherpa, 6 times Everest summiteer
were among the key attendees. TNSW made its best
effort to bring the taste of the Himalayas and Sherpa
culture including Sherpa dress, food, music, and
dance was showcased with great importance. The
event was attended by over 200 participants with the
active involvement of the Sherpa community and was
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hugely appreciated by distinguished guests including
Dr. Gaurav Sharma who was the host MP for the
event.

TNSW Parents’ Meet: TNSW organized a
Parents’ meet to discuss and better understand the
needs of the kids in our community. The event was

very fruitful in terms of discussing several possible
events that could be organized by TNSW which could
bring the kids in our community together and increase
their participation. A survey using google form was
also carried out to understand the needs of the kids in
our community.

Formation of an advisory team: TNSW advisory
team was formed that included Mr. Adarsha Tiwari,
Dr. Pradip Gyawali, Mr. Ram Tamang, Dr. Ramil
Adhikari, and Mr. Tribhuvan Shrestha. The team of
advisors has been very helpful and supportive in terms
of helping the executive committee (EC) better deliver
its outcome through different events.
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Activities (Year 2021/22) of The Nepalese Society of Wellington (contd’ -

Kids’ School Holiday Activities: Several Kids
Activities were organized during the school holidays
to engage the kids constructively. NZ Parliament
tour, Nepalese art workshop, coding workshop, DIY/
project competition, botanical garden tour, Mount
Victoria hiking, etc. were organized. The executive
committee always felt a need to focus on kids’
targeted events because most of the events organized
so far were targeted for adults and a focus on kids'
needs usually was not taken into consideration.
TNSW, therefore, organized several events targeting

-

kids with an aim to bring them together and develop
bonds among kids of our community. This was
greatly helped and TNSW received encouragement
and request for organizing more kids related
activities from the parents. DIY/Project competition
had a theme “Nepal” and winners were awarded gift
cards. Voluntary contribution from parents was
sought for the Nepalese art workshop and coding
workshop while all the other kids’ school holiday
activities were organized free of cost for parents.

Henna Catch up for Ladies: TNSW organized a
catch-up for ladies in our community on the 23rd of
July which falls on the Shrawan month of the
Nepalese calendar. Henna hand art is a typical
Nepalese custom back home during Shrawan.
Arrangement for Henna hand art and snacks were
made. The event was free for participants.

"> ~ X . Ve " T NCR% S~
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Workshop on yoga and meditation/ regular yoga
class;: TNSW organized a one-day yoga and
meditation workshop for the mental well-being of the
community members which was greatly appreciated,
and several requests were received for organizing
regular yoga classes. The voluntary contribution was
sought from the community members to be provided
to the facilitator. TNSW then arranged free weekly
yoga classes which were organized regularly in the
year 2021. It is currently postponed due to multiple
COVID cases seen in the community members and

-
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will resume as soon as the COVID situation eases.

Promotion of the Nepalese businesses: TNSW held
a Nepalese-Business promotion week where
information of the Nepalese businesses in Wellington
was collected and circulated via Facebook group/
page and emailed to the community members to
support local businesses run by the people in our
community

Dashain celebration: TNSW organized Dashain
celebration on 16th October 2021 at Mungavin hall,
Porirua. Several restrictions and precautions were in
place to prevent the possible COVID spread. Efforts
were made to make the event memorable and bring
the memories of home. Authentic Nepalese food,
Tika and Jamara from the most senior member of the
community, entertainments like Langur-Burjaa,
Nepali Chittha, Nepali music, and dance reminded
the participants of the Dashain celebration back
home.

10
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Activities (Year 2021/22) of The Nepalese Society of Wellington (contd)

Promotion of vaccination: TNSW continuously
worked on the promotion of COVID-19 vaccination
by providing different relevant information,
preparing informational videos, providing advice,
etc. to promote the vaccination among the
community members. The promotional video for the
COVID-19 vaccination was prepared in the
collaboration with NZ Nepal Chamber of Commerce
and it included a message from kids, parents,
grandparents, health care professionals in our
community to promote vaccination among the
members of the community.

Mini sports fest 2021: TNSW organized a mini

the Nepalese community across the globe. Tasty
Nepalese food, dance, music, and games added more
fun to the free event organized by TNSW.

TNSW Website: TNSW’s official website was
launched on 1st January 2022 in the presence of
community members. The activities and information
of TNSW can be accessed through the
website (www.tnsw.co.nz).

Salad preparation training: TNSW organized a
free salad Preparation training as a part of a regular
workshop planned for members of the community.
The training was provided by an experienced Chef
and five different types of salad preparation methods

sports fest in collaboration with Sherpa Football
Club, Wellington where different sports activities
were organized for adults as well as kids including
men's married vs. unmarried football match, kids'
football match, women's football match, kids' and
women's running race and other exciting games
followed by snacks and prize distribution. This was
free of cost program.

Deusi-Bhailo program: TNSW organized the
Deusi-Bhailo program at 5 different locations in
Wellington to cover most areas of the greater
Wellington region. It was a great event with the
participation of 85 adults and kids, the most in any
Deusi-Bhailo organized by TNSW so far. The most
important part of the event was the participation of
the kids who got to closely observe and participate in
one of the most important traditional and cultural
aspects of the Tihar Festival.

Nepali Topi Diwas and Banbhoj: Nepali Topi
Diwas and Banbhoj were observed on 1st January
2022. TNSW organized this event to promote Topi
Diwas which is being organized in recent years by

and tips were provided to the participants.

Workshop on “Treating COVID at home”: TNSW
organized a free workshop on "Treating COVID-19
at home" which was facilitated by a GP from the
Nepalese community. It was organized at a time
when several Nepalese community members in
Wellington were infected with COVID. The
workshop helped to increase awareness among the
community members regarding the COVID-19 and
provided useful tips to deal with COVID at home.

Cancelled events due to COVID restrictions:
TNSW had to, unfortunately, cancel several planned
events due to the restrictions created by the COVID
outbreak in the community and as a precautionary
measure to stop the possible spread in the
community. The cancelled events include the TNSW
Sports Fest, Teej celebration, dance class for kids,
and TNSW cultural night. A lot of effort had been
put in for these events, but the health of the
community members has always been the top priority
for TNSW.

11
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Badminton in Wai
Prasanna Kayas

Last year was an overall successful first season of
badminton sessions for our NNZWFS badminton club.
Due to Covid-19, we were unable to organize the local
tournament and participate in other tournaments
around New Zealand.

This year, we already have 17 players enrolled and we
are anticipating more to join the club. We have few
young kids joining the club and it is always good to see
our young generation showing enthusiasm and
willingness to learn badminton skills. We are planning to

organize a badminton tournament in Waikato where
players from the Waikato region can participate and
enjoy the friendly competition. We know that many
Nepali communities around New Zealand have started
playing  friendly and competitive  badminton
tournaments. Our club is also equally enthusiastic to join
them and participate in any collaborative efforts. These
events will enhance social interaction, togetherness and
connectedness within the players from different
communities around New Zealand. We are also planning
to run some training sessions where players can learn
some techniques and enhance their skills.

Joint Secretary, NNZWFS

We hope that many of our
community members will
join the club and make this
club bigger and better in the
coming days. If you like to join the club, please
contact us on nnzwfs@gmail.com.
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\f (Poem)

Where have you been?

Dr. Salil Pradhan

Paedjatrics Doctor
West Yorkshire, UK

I was born in this village

The mountains by my side and
the stream flowing through,

I wake up to the sight,

Of the magical peaks as I sip my morning brew

RO Y .

I see a traveller coming from far
A big pack he carries, leaving behind his car
He sees the nature and looks into my eyes

Oh dog, lucky you, I am jealous of you guys

Why wouldn't he be, for in heaven do I live,

[ am a mere dog, but fresh air do I breathe

Wake up to the serene peaks and breathtaking tales
No worries for food, plenty of kindness

in these trails

You say, you have been to the yonder city

across the seas

I have not been any where, for this is my crease
[ play my games and enjoy all the same

Fresh millet, left over food and nothing to blame

Stress, I do not know, what all that means

I see the frowning faces of the travelers I greet
The so called wondertful cities they stay

And this village of mine, much more does it weigh

Happy I am on my skin with limited means

So ]i)lttle to think about, and a life full of dreams
Oh dear journey man, take a breath and see
Peace does not lie far, I live in glee

Where have you been, far and wide?

I was born here in this hamlet, forever bright
In the mere form of a dog, I have been born
Happy I am and wag my long tail along
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Southland Nepalese Society

Southland Nepalese Society was incorporated in
2019 to strengthen, assist, support and foster close
cooperation among Nepalese living in Southland,
New Zealand. It organises various programs to help
preserve, promote, and bring awareness of Nepali
culture and heritage in New Zealand.

There has been the presence of Nepalese in
Southland for more than three decades. It was
relatively easier in the past to contact, meet, greet
and celebrate festivals with fewer Nepalese in the
area. However, since 2010 the flow of Nepalese in
Southland for education, business & job has
increased drastically. On 1st November 2019, some
key  personnel like Bal Goley, Indra Sunar, Bijoy

Regmi, Sameer Shrestha, Ningbar Ghising, Shree

Thapa, Chandra Tamang, Arjun Lamsal, Sanjib
Upaddhya and a few more living in Southland
gathered in Dolamore Park, Gore and decided to
establish a formal society and nominated
Mr Indra Sunar as the chartered president,
Mr Bijoy Regmi as g i
Secretary and v -5
Mrs Sahara Shrestha as @ &

the Treasurer.
The first executive
committee completed itsk\
tenure on 19% June 2021  \
and, the second |
executive committee « |
was formed under the X
leadership of Mr Roshan #
Karki. o
At present, there are |’
around 200 Nepalese
living in the Southland
region (Invercargill,
Gore, Otautau, Winton, Gore, Mataura, Edendale,
etc.). Among them, more than 150 individuals are
official members of the society, which reflects a

- Durga Biswakarma
Secretary _ s

and involvement in Nepali
events and celebrations.

Since its incorporation, socie-
ty has consistently organised and celebrated Nepali
festivals like Dashain, Teej and New Year. The
annual picnic, however, got cancelled this year
due to COVID.

In the same way, to promote Nepali culture and
traditions, Southland society organised food

: g

[ \"
e
—

i

festivals, Nepali cultural nights, Holi and similar
events in association with Southland Multicultural
Trust. Additionally, with the initiation of Sameer
Shrestha, society managed to feature two Nepali
movies, “Kabbadi” and “Jatrai Jatraa” in the past.
Continuing the same trend, society has decided to
participate in a food festival in March 2022 and
serve delicious and authentic Nepali food and
showcase culture and traditions through dance and
play.

Beside providing different types of support to
students, individuals and families residing in the
Southland region, the community members are
very generous to support Nepal and Nepali
people time and again. As such, Southland society
recently collaborated with NRNA to support
Mahabir  Pun’s initiation (Nepal National
Innovation Centre) to develop the oxygen plant in
Nepal during the peak of COVID 19.
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Southland Society is continually seeking ways to
provide different types of support to individuals,
students and families living in the southland
region of New Zealand. The society was able to get
financial assistance from the government and pro-
vided food and groceries for the most affected
Nepalese in Southland and Queenstown.

Similarly, during this year’s flood in Nepal, the
society and its members supported the victims of
floods and landslides through Krishna Kandel’s
“Indreni charity” in Nepal. Time and again,
members of the society joined hands to provide
financial support to Nepal and Nepalese during
floods, medical emergencies, construction of

R

T
&=

schools, temples and more.

Due to Covid 19 level 4 lockdown, Southland
society could not organise Dashain festival last
year; however, to preserve our -culture and
traditions, society had organised “Deusi Bhailo”
program and is planning to continue it in a more
thoughtful ways with a broader scope in upcoming
years. Through this event, the society is aiming to
collect some funds which could be used for various
welfare activities in the future.

In order to enhance social connectedness among
youths and players interested in football, the
society organised Southland Cup Football

Tournament for both men and women in
December. Society is grateful to Manish Gurung,
Sameer Shrestha, Dipendra Chhetri, Bikash Majhi
and other players, audience and supporting hands,
including our sponsors, for successfully organising
this event. The event would not have been
successful without their active participation and
involvement. After seeing such significant
participation from everyone, the president of our
society, Roshan Karki, is keen to make it an annual
event.

Society is pleased to say that it has managed to get
some financial assistance from the Ethnic
Communities Development Fund. This fund will be
used to create awareness, promote and develop
our society’s initiations more effectively.

Along with the previous programs, society is also
planning to expand its horizon by developing the
yearly calendar and conducting several events. We
understand that it is not an easy task to have such a
grand vision. Still, Southland Nepalese society
believes that the events and celebrations will bring
us together and help make our community more
stronger with everyone's support and
involvement.
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Gorkhali FC (GFC) Waikato in 2021

To achieve our overall strategic goal of achieving
sustainability, developing professionalism among Gorkhali
boys, and increasing social
through different plans and programs in the year 2021. Our
plan in 2021 was to participate in both regional and
national (Nepalese-related) tournaments to develop
professionalism among our boys. There were lots of
obstacles in achieving our strategic plan for the year 2021
due to the Covid 19 global pandemic. While we were
unable to achieve some of our strategic goals in 2021 due
to the pandemic, we successfully managed to achieve most
of

them. What follows is a brief overview of our activities
aligned to our strategic plan in the year 2021 and our
forthcoming plan for this year.

connectivity, we worked

GFC in Waikato Sunday Soccer League 2021

We participated in the Waikato Sunday Soccer League for
the first time in 2021 in division 1. Waikato Sunday Soccer
League (WSSL) is Waikato-based regional
participated by different teams from across Waikato
regions. Intending to promote friendly and reasonably
competitive games, Waikato Sunday Soccer League runs
annual league football games in division 1, division 2,
division 3, and division 4. Together with the league games
in these three divisions,

tournament

it also organises Scottish
Cup which is a competitive game played by every team
from all four divisions.

Although we participated for the first time in WSSL, our
performance in the league was much better than we
expected. When we decided to take part in the league, we

discus-

were not sure which division to enter. We had a
sion among management and our players about this. Both

Dr Chandra Sharma Poudyal *

our management team and
players were confident we can
compete division 1
accordingly, management
decided to enter the first division.
We started well in division one winning the first game
against the previous year's Scottish Cup
winner UNANZ with a 3-1 win. This first game provided us
good motivation and we continued our winning streak till
the middle of the season from where we started to lose
some of the games. The first one was against Carron
Academy, the division 1 titleholder and the most
interesting one was the loss against Waikato Dragon, a
team at the bottom of the table. We bounced back
towards the end of the season and even defeated Carron
Academy by 3-1 in the second game but due to the goal
difference, we were finally runners-up in division 1 as
indicated by the final points in the table.

in and

-\ WAIKATO

Walkato Sunday Soccer League Dav15|on 1-2021

"

League Table

Division 1
Team F
Garron

12 9 |1 2 46|23 23 | 28
Academy
Gorkhall' | 4o | > |2 | 3 |21 |26 | 5 |28
FC
Raglan 11 |5 3 3 25 /20 5 | 18
Roosters
Mariat 12 4 2 6 45 48 -3 14
FC
UIANE 11 3 4 4 26 28 =2 |13
FC
DustFC 12 3 3 6 37 47 -10 12
Walkato | 45 | 1 /3 8 23 41 |8 | s
Dragons
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Our Gorkhali boys were excited about the tournament and
our performance in the Scottish Cup was equally well. In
the Scottish Cup, we played in Group D together with 6
other teams including Papanasti FC, Dust FC, POTFC Sen-
iors, Voyle Park FC and Tetra Park Vikings. We started
well winning our first game against POTFC Seniors by 2-0.
Towards the middle of the season, we were the leader of
our group D as indicated by the table below.

We played quarterfinal against Menaics FC which we won
by 3-1 and reached the semi-final of the Scottish Cup.
Although we thought the semi-final of the Scottish Cup

Group D

Scottish Cup — Group D Table

1 Gorkhali FC 2 2 4
2 Papanasti 1 2 3
3 POTFC Seniors 2 -1 3
4 Voyle Park FC 2 0 2
5 DustFC 1 0 1
6 Tetra Pak Vikings 2 -3 0

would be a tough and competitive one, it did not turn up
as expected and we easily won the semi-final
against Marist FC by 9-2. We were all excited to reach the
final of the Scottish Cup in our first participation and
everyone's expectation started to rise. We now started
thinking that we could win the Scottish Cup in the first go.
We played well with a much strong and physically built
team, Barnstoneworth FC. The game was quite
comparable to Australia playing against Nepal. We drew in
the full-time 2-2 that led us to play extra time for the
decision. The extra time score was 4-4 which meant the
winner was decided by a penalty shoot-out.
Unfortunately, we lost in the penalty shoot-out which was

heart-breaking for our boys and the team. We had to
satisfy ourselves as a runner-up in the Scottish Cup 2021.

k

GFC in National Tournaments

Like the previous year, we had planned to take part and
perform well in the national tournaments organised by
different Nepalese organisations and ethnic groups. We
entered to take part in Ethnic Cup 2021, participated by
footballers from different ethnicities in New Zealand;
Everest Cup 2022, and Tenzing Hillary Cup 2021 participat-
ed by Nepali footballers from across New Zealand.
Unfortunately, all these tournaments were cancelled due
to the Covid 19 pandemic situation in New Zealand. The

only national tournament we managed to participate in

2021 was the Nepali Futsal Tournament in Auckland
where different Nepalese teams from across New Zealand
competed. As the number of interested players from our
club was large, we entered two teams: Gorkhali FC A and
Gorkhali FC B in the tournament. Both teams did well in
the tournament where Gorkhali FC A lost to Auckland-
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based, Gurkha FC in the semi-final, and then won against
Tauranga-based NABOP to secure third place while
Gorkhali FC B lost in the final with Gorkha FC and was the
runner-up.
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GFC looking ahead to 2022

We are planning to continue what we have done in the
year 2021 in the year 2022. We have started this year
with our regular training to keep our boys fit and
competitive and have managed to organise two friendly
games against the Tauranga-based Nepali team, Nepa-
lese Warriors FC. We managed to win both the home
and away game with Nepalese Warriors FC. We won the
away game against them by 3-0 in Tauranga while the
home game was an interesting and high scoring game
with both teams scoring 6-6 in the full time and we

decided to play extra time where we won by 9-6.
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In addition to regular training and friendly games, we have

again entered the Waikato Sunday Soccer League this year.

To develop future players from among our Nepali kids and
maintain sustainability, we have also started training

sessions for kids under 10 this year.
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